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KATHRYN M. “‘Kay” MOORE served as the first woman President of the Association for the Study of Higher Education and is 

the recipient of the Leadership Award.  She is currently Professor of Higher Education in the Department of Educational 

Leadership, Policy and Adult and Higher Education at North Carolina State University.  She came to NC State in 2000 to be 

Dean of the College of Education.  She served for 9 years.  Prior to coming to North Carolina her career included service at 

Michigan State University as a faculty member, the first woman department head of Education Administration and founding 

director of the Center for Advanced Learning Systems; at Penn State University she was a faculty member and senior research 

scientist and then the first woman Director of the Center for the Study of Higher Education, and at Cornell University she was 

the first female faculty member in the Student Affairs Administration Program.  She also worked as a Project Assistant in the 

Dean of Students Office and as Assistant to the Associate Dean for the Honors Program of the College of Letters and Sciences at 

the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  She holds the BA, BS and MA degrees from The Ohio State University and the Ph.D. from 

the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

Her scholarship focuses on a range of topics including faculty work and compensation, administrative careers, and student life, 

with a particular focus recently on intercultural competence and institutional change worldwide.  She has authored or co-

authored 2 books, several monographs and book chapters and over 40 articles in most of the major journals in the field of higher 

education  in the US and Europe. She led the first national study of administrators’ careers in 1993-95. The Leaders in Transition 

Study encompassed both 2-year and 4-year colleges. She was a Fulbright Research Scholar in Brazil and has lectured or led study 

teams in numerous countries including Europe, China, South Africa, Oman, Latin America and the Caribbean. Her other 

leadership roles include serving as the first woman chair of the Board of the Ohio State University Alumni Association in 1995-

96, and she currently serves as the first woman  chair of the Board of Directors of IES Abroad, a study abroad consortium of over 

200 US colleges and universities, taking nearly 6000 US students abroad worldwide.  She is married to Dan E. Moore, formerly 

Vice President for Programs of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, has 2 grown sons and 3 grandchildren and is an avid reader, 

painter, cook, jet skier and traveler. 


